01015 


1963/10/07 



SAIGON 651, 7 October 1963 
TO STATE FROM LODGE 




V \ 


DECLASSIFIED 



WARS, Date 




Following is text front-page story in todays edition TSHes *151^1 et r NaH 
entitled "Saigon CIA Chief Recalled on Eve of Congressional Inquiry" (Non- 
essential words omitted) . 

BEGIN TEXT: Chief of U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in Vietnam 

John H. Richardson, has Been ordered back to United States "for consultations" 
UPI reported yesterday. Recall of intelligence official, UPI said, comes amid 
published reports recently of conflict between CIA and U.S. Embassy in Saigon 
over U.S. stance during concurrent guerrilla war and domestic political crisis 
in country. _ . . 

"Ha — .if — 




CIA Chiefs recall cane on eve of arrival here of congressional' group coming 
inquire into activities of intelligence agency. 

UPI quoted, "informed sources" as having said that there was no Imm ediate 
indication that Richardson would return to Saigon post. 

There was wide speculation among diplomatic circles in Saigon that top CIA 
man Saigon was victim of purge on orders U.S. Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge. 
Speculations came in wake of recent visit here by U.S. Defense Secretary 

Robert S. McNamara and U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman. Gen. Maxwell 
.. . D.. Taylor. 

Shortly before conclusion of one-week survey here by Pentagon team, reports 
leakes out of U.S. Embassy that some official heads were about to ro ll - Re- 
ports mentioned Richardson as one of most probable. 

Richardson has often been accused by certain elements of U.S. press as having 
een responsible for black-out of intelligence reports predicting proclamation 
ox state of siege by Vietnamese Government. . 

/ 

CIA Chief, who occupies official position of First Secretary at U.S. Embassy, 
is also held responsible by U.S. press for having allegedly continued to 
finance Vietnamese Special Force, in an evident bid to divert attention of 
world opinion from CIA's recent gray past when certain members of that agency 
were learned to have engineered a stillborn coup detat aimed at overthrowing 
Vietnamese Government. 

•1 Whether U.S. Ambassador is in fact behind recall of Richardson to Washington 
is subject to guess, but report of CIA Chiefs purge confirms earlier reports 
of deepening rift within U.S. agencies in Saigon between elements favoring 
anti -government coup d'etat and others favoring continued cooperation 
directed toward winning war effort against Viet Cong. 

Simultaneously there were contradicting reports to effect that number-two 
CIA man, widely believed to have been responsible for assumed purge of 
Richardson, may himself be preparing his suitcases for "retirement’ 1 . No. 

^- man ±S r f porte ^ to be Phillips, Chief of Rural Affairs Section of 

OM, section which controls strategic hamlet aid funds. Another man on way 
out is reported to be John Mecklin, Chief of USIS. 

Mecklin, flew to Washington several days after planned coup d'etat 
was revealed on September 2, but returned to Vietnam about ten days later. 

END TEXT 


We do not intend to comment if queried on above story. 




